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“To ensure the opportunity to make choices regarding participation in society
 and quality of life for individuals with developmental disabilities”



Annual Report
(This is an Executive Summary of the Program Performance Review 2011, submitted to the Administration on Developmental Disabilities under the Department of Health and Human Services.)

Overview
The Kansas Council on Developmental Disabilities (KCDD) areas of emphasis for 2011 were in the area of public policy, employment, community supports, education, health, and advocacy and leadership.  These are the areas where staff time and grant funds were allocated in order to improve the lives of people with developmental disabilities in Kansas.  More information on the areas of impact are described below.  This concludes the State Plan for 2006-2011.  A new state plan with new areas of emphasis for KCDD going forward has been submitted to the Administration on Developmental Disabilities for 2012-2017.

Policy and Community Supports
KCDD worked with the Big Tent Coalition and the DD Buddy Group to advocate for additional funds for the HCBS Medicaid Waivers and passage of the Employment First Bill. Strategies used included grass roots organization of people interested in disabilities, communication throughout the state (provide a weekly Legislative update encouraging people to contact their legislators), and alerting media (newspapers and TV) to issues affecting people with DD and other disabilities. 

In spite of cuts by the Legislature in the 2011 session, DD funding was held flat and not reduced. This was due to the collaborative efforts of the DD Council and other developmental disability stakeholders in Kansas. The waiting list for the DD waiver continues to rise while total number of people with DD served decreases. 8,755 people with developmental disabilities received services from the state as of December 1, 2011 compared to 10,176 in winter of 2010. 3,765 are on some type of waiting list; 2,631 are on waiting lists and receiving no services; 1,134 receive some services but need additional services and are waiting. All areas of peoples' lives are impacted by limited services - transportation, housing, employment, and other supports and services. KCDD is collaborating with other DD Stakeholders and is recommending closure of one state DD facility to the Legislature and Governor with savings going to DD community services. KCDD began a DD Waiting List Campaign in 2011 and hopes to see increased DD funding within the next two years which would result in more people with developmental disabilities being served and off the waiting list.  Employment First Bill passed and established the Employment First Oversight Commission.

Activities of the End the Wait campaign, which included direct advocacy and education of policymakers, participating in Medicaid forums, website, email campaigns, radio spots, brochures, rallies, formal and informal legislative testimony and more resulted in $6.643 million in appropriations to the developmental disabilities waiting list.  The Council funded a 3 year initiative to end the waiting lists for developmental disabilities services. 

Employment
The Council provided funds for Project SEARCH in Kansas. Project SEARCH is a collaborative project between local school districts, Vocational Rehabilitation, adult service providers and business. The business provides internship opportunities for high school students in their last year of high school eligibility. We have six pilot sites at Newton Medical Hospital, Salina Regional Health Center, Lawrence Memorial Hospital, Kansas State University, the
University of Kansas, and Wichita Schools Service Center. 55 students are involved in the program statewide. The goal of the program is competitive, integrated employment for each student at prevailing wage or higher, 20+ hours per week, non-seasonal, within three months of graduation. Vocational Rehabilitation and adult service providers are involved at the onset of the program to ensure smooth transition from school to adult life and employment. The
Council also provided start up funds for four individuals with developmental disabilities to start their own businesses. The businesses included lawn care services, original artwork production and sales, land-clearing services and a vending and food delivery business.

Education
The Council provided funds to support Families Together statewide education inclusion conference. 168 individuals attended the event.

Health
Oral Health Kansas is providing training to individuals with developmental disabilities, family members and professionals on routine oral health care, preventive care and improving relationships with dental care providers. Oral Health Kansas has also established a new Council on Oral Health for People with Disabilities. Two models are being researched to provided ongoing training after the grant ends. This project is mid-year and hopes to create new partnerships between community service providers and safety net clinics/dental hubs and private practitioners.

Advocacy and Leadership
The Council provided funds for the Youth Leadership Forum attended by 26 individuals including 13 youth with developmental disabilities. YLF is a 5-day leadership development event for high school juniors and seniors.  The Council also provided funds to the 2011 Self Advocate Annual Conference and the Assistive Technology Exp 2011 attended by 717 individuals. The Partners in Policymaking project is an in-house grant and an eight month advocacy training and leadership development program for adults with disabilities, family members and support network members. 15 people graduated this year from the Partners program.
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