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“To ensure the opportunity to make choices regarding participation in society
 and quality of life for individuals with developmental disabilities”



February 9, 2012

Dear Representative Crum,
The Kansas Council on Developmental Disabilities (KCDD) is in support of House Bill 2475.  However we would recommend changes as you prepare to work the bill.
1. Section 3 changes the filing of the budget estimates from every two years to each even-numbered year.  My understanding of the purpose of this section is to determine the cost of eliminating the HCBS MR/DD waiting list.  Since the fiscal note that is attached to this bill explains that they run these reports frequently during the year and there is no cost involved, we would recommend that this be done annually, so the legislature and public has an accurate understanding of the number on the waiting list and the cost involved in eliminating it or reducing it.
2. KCDD appreciates the attention given to the HCBS MR/DD waiting list.  We are aware that there are waiting lists for other HCBS waivers and would recommend the Bill be amended to include any HCBS waiver that has a waiting list or is forecasted to have a waiting list based on the reports noted in New Sect. 2.
3. KCDD recommends the start date for this be June 30, 2012 rather than June 30, 2014 (New Sect. 1).

I appreciate your time in reviewing the concerns for people with developmental disabilities.  Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,



Kerrie Bacon
Interim Executive Director   
(785) 296-2609
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